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STATEMENT  OF  MR. JOHN  NITZEL  RELATIVE  TO  THE  SERVICES  OF 
HIS  GRANDFATHER,  JOHN  NITZEL  (JOHANNES  NUTZEL ) , AND  AS 
TO  THE  SERVICES  OF  HIS  GREAT  GRANDFATHER,  RICKARD 
SIMMONS,  IN  THE  AMERICAN  ARMY  DURING  THE  REVOLUTION. 


T  T  ' 0  ALL  TO  WHOM  THESE  PRESENTS  SHALL  COME,  GREETING: 

This  is  to  certify  that  I,  John  Nitsel  (the  third. 

I_  of  the  name),  of  Williamsport,  Maryland,  born  in 
Williamsport  January  22,  1031,  in  the  house  built  by 
my  father,  adjoining  the  house  in  which  I  have  resided 
for  many  years,  give  the  following  information  regard¬ 
ing  my  ancestors,  believing  it  to  be  true  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

GREAT  GRANDFATHER. 

My  Great  Grandfather  Nitsel  is  said  to  have  been 
born  in  France,  at  least  that  is  what  was  said  by  my 
mother.  I  do  not  know  what  his  given  name  was  nor  any 
dates  connected  with  2iis  birth,  marriage  or  death. 

GRANDFATHER. 

My  Grandfather,  John  Nitsel,  was  born  and  raised 
in  the  Rhine  valley  in  one  of  the  German  states,  thought 
to  be  Hesse.  His  birth  occurred  about  1749  or  1750  and 
his  parents  are  said  to  have  been  well-to-do  people. 

From  what  I  have  always  heard  he  had  no  brothers  and 
only  one  sister.  He  had  light  hair  and  eyes,  stood 
six  feet  in  his  stockings,  was  raw-boned  and  weighed 
two  hundred  pounds.  From  his  signature  in  the  old 
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JOHN  NITZEL,  3rd .  of  the  name  in 
America.  Son  of  JOHN  NITZEL  II.  Married 
CATHERINE  EVELINE  ALBERT. 
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family  Bible  it  appears  that  the  correct  or  original 

"  1 

way  of  spelling  his  name  in  full  was  "Johannes  Nutzel" 
though  he  himself  and.  his  descendants  have  spelled  the 
name  in  various  ways  since  in  the  evident  endeavor  to 
get  the  American  pronunciation.  In  some  of  my  father's 
writing  under  date  of  1814  I  find  that  the  latter  has 
signed  his  name  "John  Nit sol"  and  immediately  after  it 
has  put  "John  Neitsel,"  though  according  to  the  hand¬ 
writing  of  my  grandfather  in  his  old  family  Bible  my 
father  was  christened  "Johannes  Nutzel." 

For  part  of  my  grandfather's  life  ho  appears  to 
have  been  engaged  in  farming  and  in  the  cultivation  of 
grapes,  and  yet  he  evidently  was  skilled  in  the  brewer 
and  cooper  trades  from  what  I  know  of  his  later  life. 
There  is  a  family  tradition  that  he  was  an  officer  in 
the  body-guard  of  the  Landgrave  of  his  state;  some  have 
said  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  body-guard  of  the  ruler 
of  Austria. 

In  the  German  compact  with  Great  Britain  it  was 
stipulated  that  a  certain  number  of  men  were  to  go  to 
America  to  fight  for  the  British  during  the  war  of  the 
American  Revolution,  but  as  the  sentiment  of  the  country 
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was  in  sroat  measure  in  sympathy  with  the  struggling 
Americans  the  unscrupulous  bargainers  had  great  diffi¬ 
culty  in  filling  their  quotos  and  in  many  cases  were 
compelled  to  send  their  personal  troops  to  the  war. 

Ho  it  was  that  my  grandfather  was  on  one  of  the  vessels 
bound  for  America  and  to  fight  against  the  people 
whom  he  admired  for  their  efforts  for  liberty  and  for 
whom  he  felt  no  small  affection.  He  determined  that  he 
would  not  go  to  battle  against  them  and  that  on  the 
first  favorable  opportunity  he  would  leave  the  ship.  He 
confided  his  designs  to  two  others  and  when  the  vessel 
anchored  off  an  island,  presumably  Bermuda,  the  three 
loyal  Germans  stole  quietly  overboard  and  swam  for  the 
shore.  It  was  night  and  their  thoughts  seem  to  have 
been  that  they  were  nearing  the  shores  or  mainland  of 
America.  They  were  soon  discovered  and  fired  on,  two 
of  them  reaching  the  shore  all  right  but  the  other  one 
never  being  heard  from  by  either  of  the  others.  After 
the  Revolution  the  one  who  escaped  with  Grandfather  came 
often  to  Williamsport  to  visit  Grandfather,  but  what 
his  name  was  has  been  forgotten.  On  landing  on  the 
island  the  two  comrades  were  without  money  but  soon 
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shipped  for  the  mainland,  agreeing  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  day  to  work  a  certain  length  of  time  to 
pay  for  the  passage.  On  reaching  America  the  captain 
of  the  vessel  sold  the  papers  and  the  person  who  pur¬ 
chased  Grandfather's  is  said  to  have  been  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Schnebly  of  near  where  Downsville,  Maryland,  is 
now  located.  He  was  allowed  to  join  the  American  army 
on  condition  that  he  would  work  for  his  passage  money 
after  the  war  was  over,  which  he  afterward  did.  As  he 
had  deserted  the  Ilessian-British  cause  he  could  not  com¬ 
municate  with  his  friends  in  the  old  country  and  of 
course  was  thrown  on  his  own  resources  in  a  new  and 
strange  land.  I  do  not  know  what  commander  he  was  under 
when  he  left  Europe.  After  the  enlistment  in  the  Amer¬ 
ican  army  he  was  under  General  Otho  Holland  7;illiams 
and  when  the  latter  founded  Williamsport  Grandfather 
settled  here  with  him,  purchasing  from  the  General  in 
1787  lot  55  and  which  has  remained  in  possession  of  the 
family  over  since.  The  adjoining  lot,  number  56,  con¬ 
tains  the  house  erected  by  my  father  in  1826  and  in 
which  I  was  born.  This  lot  was  deeded  to  Grandfather 
in  1797  by  Mathias  Kidenour.  I  yet  have  in  my  possession 
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the  deeds  from  Williams  and  Ridenour  to  Grandfather. 

I  heard  my  father  speak  in  particular  of  one  of 
Grandfather's  experiences  which  occurred  while  he  was 
in  the  American  army  during  the  Revolution.  On  a  cer¬ 
tain  occasion  during  a  winter  they  had  to  sleep  on  the 
ground  with  no  other  covering  but  their  coats  and 
blanket 3.  Grandfather,  however,  managed  to  keep  quite 
comfortable.  In  the  morning  he  heard  some  of  the  men 
stirring  around  and  preparing  breakfast.  He  thought  it 
quite  early,  as  everything  looked  dark,  and  concluded 
to  lie  still  until  daylight.  But  as  the  noise  soon 
made  him  restless  and  he  endeavored  to  turn  over,  he 
found  that  his  covering  was  extremely  heavy.  He  made 
an  effort  to  throw  it  back  when  snov;  came  tumbling  into 
his  face.  A  very  heavy  fall  of  snow  had  occurred  during 
the  night.  My  Aunt  Polly  Melown  frequently  spoke  of 
the  same  incident  regarding  her  father.  Aunt  Polly's 
maiden  name  was  Mary  or  Magdalena  Nitzel.  I  have  often 
heard  her  speak  of  her  father  (my  grandfather)  being  in 
the  Revolution  as  a  soldier  on  the  American  side  and 
mention  especially  the  episode  of  the  escape  of  her 
father  and  two  others  from  the  ship  at  some  island  or 
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islands,  supposing  they  were  safely  on  American  soil. 

In  regard  to  the  Hessian  troops  sent  to  America  I 
will  mention  the  following:  The  Landgrave  of  Hesse- 
Cassel  sent  fifteen  regiments  and  two  companies  of  his 
bodyguard.  (See  ’’Hessians  in  the  Revolution"  by  Edward 
J.  Lowell,  published  by  Plarper's  New  York).  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  a  list  of  the  German  troops: 


Brunswick  sent . 5,723 

Did  not  return .  3,015 

Hesse-Cassel  sent . 16,992 

Did  not  return .  6,500 

Hesse-Hanau  sent . 2,422 

Did  not  return .  S81 

Anspach-Bayreuth  sent .  2,353 

Did  not  return .  1,170 

Waldeck  sent .  1,225 

Did  not  return .  720 

Anhalt-Zerbst  sent .  1,152 

Did  not  return .  984 


There  were  5,000  desertions. 

Mr.  Robert  Lemen,  a  well  known  citizen  of  Williams¬ 
port,  said  that  the  Light  family  told  him  that  they  knew 
of  Grandfather  being  in  the  American  army  during  the 
Revolution.  Now,  whether  any  of  them  or  their  relatives 
were  his  comrades  I  do  not  know.  The  Light  family  was 
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in  part  as  follows:  Peter  Light,  the  first,  born  1758, 
died  1821;  Peter,  the  second,  born  1787,  died  1852; 
Eleanor,  born  1786,  died  1863.  Eleanor  Light  was  an 
intimate  friend  of  my  Grandmother  Hammond. 

After  the  war  Grandfather  lived  a  bachelor's  life 
for  several  years  and  then  married  Barbara  Miller.  They 
had  five  children:  Elisabeth  (after  her  marriage  known 
as  Betsy  Hetser),  Catherine  (who  died  young),  John  (my 
father),  Magdalena  or  Mary  (after  her  marriage  known 
as  Polly  Melown),  Sarah  or  Sallie  (who  died  young). 

In  my  grandfather's  old  German  Bible,  which  is 
still  in  the  family,  are  the  following  entries  of  the 
births  of  the  above  children  written  by  Grandfather's 
hand  in  German: 

"My  daughter  was  born  March  26,  1794,  10  P. 

M.  Her  planet  is  Waterman  in  the  -  degree. 

Her  Godfather  is  Peter  Sinsel." 

That  is  the  record  of  Elisabeth.  Where  the  dotted 
line  occurs  are  a  couple  of  words  that  can  not  be  made 
out.  The  word  "Waterman"  is  literally  translated  and 
is  equivalent  to  "Aquarius"  of  the  English  sodiac . 

I  have  often  heard  the  old  folks  talk  of  Peter  Sinsel, 
who  was  a  German  and  an  intimate  friend  of  the  family. 
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Hi3  name  occurs  with  that  of  Grandfather's  in  the  old 
records  of  the  Lutheran  church  of  Williamsport  as  an 
eldor  of  the  church  in  1806.  Elizabeth  married  John 
Hetzer  and  their  children  were :  Mary  (who  is  living  in 
Missouri),  John,  Eliza,  Catherine,  Jane,  (who  is  Jane 
Charlton  of  Williamsport),  Charles  and  George.  The 
last  two  were  twins  and  all  are  dead  except  Mary  and 
Jane . 

Here  is  the  second  entry  in  the  old  Bible : 

"My  daughter  was  born  March  27,  1736,  at  9-45  A.M. 
under  the  sign  of  Scorpion  in  the  first  degree.  Her 
godparents  are  Conrad  Oster  and  wife  and  father." 

That  is  the  record  of  Catherine.  I  have  often  heard 

the  old  people  speak  of  the  Osters  and  it  was  a  well 

known  name  in  Williamsport  years  ago.  Catherine  died 

while  young. 

The  third  entry  in  the  Bible  reads: 

"My  son  was  born  November  2,  1797.  I  am  his 
godfather  and  ho  was  given  the  name  of  Johannes. 

He  was  born  under  the  sign  of  the  Goat  in  the  19th 
degree.  Johannes  Nutzel." 

Thi3  is  the  only  case  in  the  family  record  in  which 

the  father  signs  the  entry.  It  records  the  birth  of 

my  father.  The  Goat  is  equivalent  to  "Taurus"  in  the 

English  zodiac. 
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The  fourth  entry  in  the  Bible  cays : 

"My  daughter  Magdalena  was  born  April  30,1800, 
at  9-30  A.M.  under  the  sign  of  the  lobster  in  the 
£5  degree.  Her  godfather  w as  Jacob  Beier." 

The  above  is  the  record  of  the  birth  of  my  aunt 
Mary  or  Polly.  The  sign  Lobster  is  equivalent  to  "Can¬ 
cer"  of  the  English  zodiac.  Jacob  Beier  was  a  distant 
relative  of  Mr.  Elio  Byers,  a  well  known  citizen  of 
Williamsport  at  the  present  time.  I  have  heard  my 
mother  say  that  she  went  to  school  to  old  Mr.  Jacob 
Byers  in  the  old  brick  house  now  owned  by  Mr.  E.  H. 
Friend  on  the  alley  immediately  east  of  Odd  Fellows' 
Kali.  Magdalena  married  John  Melown,  who  was  a  soldier 
on  the  American  side  in  the  battle  of  North  Point  near 
Baltimore  in  the  war  of  1812.  Their  children  were 
Adolphus  Henry  Melown  and  John  Nitzel  King  Melown. 

The  latter  is  still  living  in  the  house  built  by  my 
grandfather  in  1797. 

The  following  is  the  fifth  entry  in  the  old  Bible: 

"My  daughter  Sarah  was  born  November  28,1802, 
under  the  sign  Steinbock  in  the  19th  degree.  Her 
godfather  was  George  Lingsweiler. " 

That  is  the  record  of  the  birth  of. my  aunt  Sarah 

or  Sallie.  She  died  while  young.  Steinbock  means 
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"mountain  goat "  and  the  sign  can  be  assumed  to  be  equiv¬ 
alent  to- "Artus"  in  the  English  zodiac.  Lingsweiler 
was  a  name  well  Known  hero  years  ago. 

On  the  bade  of  one  of  the  family  record  pages  in 
Grandfather's  old  Bible  and  in  his  writing  is  the  name, 
"Peter  Niitzel."  Who  that  could  be  I  have  no  means  of 
Knowing.  It  could  possibly  be  a  brother  or  the  father 
of  Grandfather. 

Grandfather  was  shilled  in  the  brewer  and  cooper 
trades  and  followed  both  for  a  number  of  years.  An 
old  court  record  relating  to  the  incorporation  of  Zion 
Lutheran  church  of  Williamsport  gives  the  "Incorporation 
plan  adopted  at  Sion's  Church  by  the  members  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  Evangelic  Lutherian  Congregation  in  and  about  Wil¬ 
liamsport,  Washington  County  and  State  of  Maryland." 

The  plan  is  signed  by  George  SchmucKer,  Nicholas  Ride- 
nouor,  Peter  Sensei,  Henry  Zyester  and  John  Netcil  as 
elders  and  by  Christian  Dell  and  Jacob  Wolf  as  wardens 
the  13th  day  of  December,  1806,  and  acknowledged  before 
Robert  Douglass  and  Jacob  Schnebly.  Otho  Holland  Wil¬ 
liams,  (not  founder  of  Williamsport.)  was  the  clerk  of 
the  court  who  recorded  the  incorporation  papers. 
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Grandfather  died  on  Christmas,  1819.  My  grandmother 
was  born  in  the  wine  district  of  Germany  near  the  French 
border  and  oho  could  speak  both  languages  quite  fluently. 
She  was  about  thirty  years  of  age  when  she  married 
Grandfather.  From  what  I  have  heard  of  her  she  was  a 
small,  black-haired  woman  and  it  is  said  of  her  that 
while  she  lived  in  Germany  she  never  took  but  one  drink 
of  water  as  they  used  wine  exclusively.  She  died  in 
1033  and  she  and  Grandfather  sre  both  buried  in  the 
cemetery  at  Williamsport  within  a  few  feet  of  the  grave 
of  General  Williams. 

FATHER. 

My  father,  John  Nitzel,  mentioned  above  as  Johannes 
Nutzel  son  of  John  Nitzel  and  Barbara  Miller,  was  born 
in  the  house  built  by  my  grandfather  which  still  stands 
on  the  lot  purchased  from  General  Williams.  The  date 
of  his  birth  was  November  2,  1797.  He  was  of  rather  a 
frail  constitution  and  after  reaching  manhood  was  five 
feet  eight  inches  tall;  he  had  light  hair  and  eyes,  was 
almost  baldheaded,  slightly  stooped  shouldered  and  weighed 
about  135  pounds.  He  was  a  cooper  by  trade,  having 
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learned  the  business  with  his  father  in  the  old  shop 
which  stood  so  long  on  the  very  ground  now  occupied  by 
my  residence  which  is  between  Grandfather's  old  house 
and  Father's  house  in  which  I  was  born.  Father  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  order  of  Free  Masons.  He  was 
repeatedly  elected  and  served  as  town  councilman  from 
the  incorporation  of  Williamsport  in  1823  to  the  day  of 
his  death.  He  was  a  member  of  several  military  organi¬ 
sations  and  I  hnov:  he  was  a  lieutenant  in  one  of  them. 

He  was  a  life-long  member  of  the  Lutherian  church,  was  a 
good  and  respected  citizen,  a  Kind  and  indulgent  father. 
He  died  March  10,  1857,  in  the  60th  year  of  his  age. 
Father  married  Elisa  Ann  Hammond,  daughter  of  James 
Smith  Hammond  and  his  wife  Nancy  or  Ann  Simmons,  and 
granddaughter  of  Richard  Simmons  who  was  a  soldier  in 
the  American  army  during  the  Revolution.  Their  children 
were  as  follows:  William  Thomas,  born  June  4,  1827,  died 
September  1,  1830;  Henry  Clay,  born  May  9,  1829,  died 
June  30,  1831;  John  Nitsel  (myself),  born  January  22, 
1831;  Anna  Elisabeth,  born  January  13,  1833  (married 
Henry  S.  Miller);  Mary  Susan,  born  January  24,1835  (mar¬ 
ried  Joseph  Farrow);  Elisa,  born  February  10,  1837; 
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James  Eli  (called  "Bud"),  born  October  8,  1839,  (mar¬ 
ried  Amanda  Jackson  ),  died  ;  Emily 

Jane  (called  "Pet"),  born  February  25,  1842,  (married 
James  Ardinger);  William  Henry,  born  May  G,  1844,  died 
May  14,  1900,  and  buried  at  the  Soldiers'  Home,  Hampton, 
Virginia.  His  wife  was  Susan  Smith. 
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GREAT  GRANDFATHER  GIRLiOUS 


My  great  grandfather,  Richard  Simmons,  was  the 
father  of  -rqy  mother*  *;  mother,  lived  on  the  Potomac 
River,  between  Williamsport  mid  Shepherds  town.  He  was  a 
native  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland.  When  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Revolution  broke  out,  he  enlisted,  and  was  a  soldier 
during  the  entire  ?/ar,  never  getting  home  while  it  lasted. 
It  has  always  been  a  family  tradition  that  he  went  to  the 
war  from  Shepherds town  with  a  company  raised  by  Cap  thin 
Hugh  Stephenson  in  that  vicinity.  This  company  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  June,  1775,  and  marched  (afoot)  to  Boston  in 
July,  1775.  The  men  were  enlisted  for  a  term  of  one  year, 
but  before  the  expiration  of  their  enlistment  Congress  au¬ 
thorized  the  organization  of  a  regiment  of  riflemen.  Cap¬ 
tain  Stephenson  was  appointed  as  its  Colonel,  and  he  used 
his  company  an  the  nucleus  of  the  new  regiment.  After  the 
death  of  Colonel  Stephenson  in  177C,  on  the  recommendation 
of  Washington,  Daniel  Morgan  was  commissioned  by  Congress 
as  the  Colonel  of  the  regiment  (the  11th  Virginia).  I  nev¬ 
er  knew  the  name  of  my  great  grandfather^  company  in  the 
regiment  as  reorganised  under  Daniel  Morgan,  but  1 
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have  always  heard  that  he  was  a  member  of  "Captain  Steph¬ 
enson’s  company."  I  have  often  heard  the  old  members 
of  our  family  say  that  Croat  Grandfather  Simmons  marched 
from  Shepherdstown  to  Boston;  that  they  arrived  too 
late  to  take  part  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Prom 
all  of  the  traditions  I  have  heard  from  time  to  time  in 
the  family  I  am  confident  he  was  among  the  riflemen  so 
much  admired  by  Washington  and  others,  many  of  them  being 
clad  in  hunting  garb.  I  never  knew  where  he  died  or 
was  buried,  but  I  think  his  body  must  have  been  interred 
in  shepherdstown  or  within  a  very  few  miles  of  that 
town. 

GRANDMOTHER. 

My  grandmother  on  the  maternal  side  was  Nancy  or 
Ann  Simmons,  daughter  of  Richard  Simmons.  She  was  a 
plump  little  woman  of  smooth,  clear  complexion,  hair 
very  dark,  bright,  black  eyes.  At  the  age  of  SO  she 
was  as  active  and  well  preserved  as  most  women  of  30. 

She  followed  the  calling  of  mid-wife  for  forty  years. 

The  night  was  never  too  black,  or  the  steed  too  fiery 
for  her  mount  and  ride  miles  on  her  mission  of  mercy. 
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She  was  born  September  11,  1762,  and  died  in  the  house 
built  by  my  father  (in  which  I  was  born)  December  26, 

1863,  being  101  years,  3  months  and  15  days  old.  She 
was  a  woman  of  remarkable  constitution;  w as  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  church  for  sixty  years;  was  a  widow  53 
years  and  had  a  family  of  eleven  children.  It  was  said 
that  she  was  present  at  the  birth  of  fifteen  hundred 
children.  The  names  of  her  children  were  as  follows: 

Otho,  James,  William,  Eli,  James  (II),  Levi,  John, 

Thomas,  Jacob,  Eliza  Ann.  The  latter  was  nr/  mother 
and  she  was  the  third  from  the  youngest.  My  grandmother 
lived  to  see  eleven  of  her  grandchildren  and  twelve 
great  grandchildren.  Her  text  was  Job  5:26  "Thou  shalt 
coiae  to  thy  grave  in  a  full  age  like  as  a  shock  of  corn 
comoth  in  in  his  season."  Of  her  children  the  following 
lived  to  grow  to  maturity:  Otho,  James,  William  and  Eliza. 
Otho  and  James  went  west  and  after  a  time  all  trace  of 
them  iv as  lost.  Otho  left  a  wife  and  two  sons.  The  sons 
were  named  Andrew  and  Gabriel.  Andrew  lives  near  Dam 
No.  5  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  canal;  Gabriel  lives  on 
the  line  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  William  was  drowned  in  the  Potomac  near  Dam  No. 
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6  about  the  year  1840  and  is  buried  at  Williamsport.  He 
had  helped’ to  build  the  dam  which  was  about  completed 
and  fell  from  a  boat  Just  above  the  dam.  Being  an  ex¬ 
pert  swimmer,  he  swam  for  the  shore  but  was  taken  with 
cramps  and  sank  ten  feet  from  the  bank. 

Grandmother's  husband  was  James  Smith  Hammond,  who 
was  born  in  September,  1760,  on  the  Eastern  shore  of 
Maryland  and  was  of  a  family  of  very  early  settlers 
there.  After  they  were  married  he  and  Graiidmother  lived 
several  places  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  Potomac  near 
Williamsport .  The  first  place  was  the  farm  now  owned 
by  the  heirs  of  Nicholas  Baker.  The  hearthstone  of 
their  log  house  is  now  doing  duty  as  a  stepping  stone 
at  the  door  of  the  Baker  house.  They  then  moved  about 
a  half  a  mile  further  south  to  the  place  now  (1900) 
owned  by  John  Spearrow.  They  lived  there  quite  a  number 
of  years.  Their  family  of  eleven  children  consisted  of 
ten  boys  and  one  girl.  I  am  able  to  give  the  names  of 
but  nine  of  the  boys.  Grandfather  died  about  the  year 
1809  or  1810.  He  and  his  children  who  died  in  early 
years  are  all  buried  within  a  few  yards  of  the  house 
they  lived  in  on  the  bluffs  overlooking  the  Potomac  in 
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full  view  from  the  cemetery  at  Williamsport .  Grandfather 
Hammond  helped  to  build  the  stone  house  on  Potomac  street 
in  Williamsport  now  (1900)  owned  by  Mr.  Mat .McClannahan. 
Mr.  Henry  S.  Miller  lived  there  at  the  close  of  the  Civil 
war  and  his  daughter,  Mary  Virginia  ( now  Mrs.  Rev.  S.D. 
Vincent  of  Kansas)  was  born  in  that  house  May  3,  1866. 

The  house  was  built  in  1787. 

Grandmother  said  that  she  remembered  that  when  she 
was  a  girl  she  held  the  trees  for  her  father  when  plant¬ 
ing  an  orchard  at  the  place  now  called  Dellinger's  on 
the  Potomac  near  Dam  No.  4  about  midway  between  Williams¬ 
port  and  Shepherdstown  on  the  Maryland  side.  It  is  more 
than  probable  that  Great  Grandfather  Simmons  went  from 
this  farm  to  join  Captain  Stephenson's  company  in  the 
Revolutionary  army. 

Grandmother  frequently  spoke  of  the  time  her  father 
came  homo  from  the  war.  She  vans  the  first  of  the  family 
to  see  him  coming  up  the  hill  from  the  river  and  knew 
him  at  once.  She  called  to  the  others  and  they  all  ran 
to  meet  him,  but  he  raised  his  hands  and  told  them  not 
to  come  near  him  as  he  was  "as  lousy  as  a  hog"  and  asked 
for  a  tub  of  v/atcr  and  clean  clothing  and  placed  them 
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in  an  outhouse. 


He  then  washed  and  dressed  himself  be¬ 


fore  he  went  into  the  house  to  greet  thorn.  Grandmother 
often  referred  to  the  time  her  father  left  home  to  join 
the  army.  I  have  heard  her  repeat  the  following  epi¬ 
sode  a  number  of  times:  Y/hen  her  father  and  several  of 
his  comrades  were  on  their  way  home  from  the  war  they 
were  tramping  along,  tired  and  hungry,  and  had  nothing 
to  eat.  They  came  to  a  field  in  which  there  was  a  lot 
of  cabbage.  Her  father  jumped  the  fence  to  get  some  of 
it,  but  his  comrades  tried  to  stop  him,  telling  him 
there  was  a  man  standing  in  the  door  of  the  house  and 
might  shoot  him.  He  went  on,  saying  that  he  might  as 
well  be  shot  as  to  starve  to  death.  He  secured  as  much 
as  he  could  carry  and  they  ate  of  the  raw  cabbage.  In 
years  gone  by  I  often  heard  my  mother  and  Grandmother 
conversing  about  Grandfather  Nitsel  and  Great  Grandfather 
Simmons  being  in  the  American  Revolution. 

The  house  that  stands  on  the  Southwest  corner  of 
Conococheague  and  Church  streets,  Y/illiamsport , belonged 
to  Grandmother  Hammond  for  a  great  many  years  and  she 
made  her  homo  there  for  a  long  time. 

My  mother,  who  was  a  granddaughter  of  Richard  Sim- 
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mens,  died' February  2,  1889,  and  was  buried  beside  my 
father  in  the  cemetery  at  Williamsport  not  far  from  the 
Crave  of  my  crandfathor  Nitsel,  who  had  been  a  soldier 
in  the  American  army  during  the  Revolution. 

My  brother-in-law,  Henry  S.  Miller,  who  married 
my  sister  Anna,  says  that  about  the  year  1852  Grand¬ 
mother  Hammond  told  him  that  she  had  two  brothers  who 
wore  officers  in  the  American  Revolution  and  that  they 
lived  near  Staunton,  Virginia.  I  have  frequently  thought 
of  what  Grandmother  said  to  me  when  I  was  a  boy  of  not 
more  than  twelve  years  of  age.  We  were  standing  on 
the  bach  porch  of  her  home  and  she  looked  across  the 
river  to  the  Virginia  hills  and  called  my  attention  to 
a  break  or  notch  in  the  hills.  She  said  that  she  and 
her  husband  had  passed  through  that  opening  many  years 
before  on  their  way  to  Staunton  to  see  their  "kin  folks." 
She  did  not  say  what  relatives  they  were.  They  had 
ridden  the  entire  distance  horseback  and  she  carried  a 
six-weeks-old  babe  on  her  lap  there  and  back.  They 
found  their  relatives  with  other  people  living  in  a  very 
large  fort  built  of  hewed  logs.  She  called  the  place 
"St ant own. "  I  never  heard  of  but  one  of  Grandmother's 
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brothers;  his  name  was  Philip  Simmons  and  at  that  time 


not  know  his  ace  at  the  time  he  left  this  section  of 
country  or  whether  he  or  Grandmother  was  the  oldest. 

I  never  heard  of  but  one  sister  of  Grandmother's.  She 
is  said  to  have  been  very  old  at  the  time  of  her  death 
and  had  lost  her  eyesight  from  old  age. 


In  witness  of  the  foregoing  statements  regarding 

my  ancestry  and  the  services  of  my  Grandfather,  John 

Nitzel,  and  my  Great  Grandfather,  Richard  Simmons,  in 

the  American  Revolution  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  in 
quintuplicate 

quadruplicate  this  6th  day  of  August,  1900,  at  Wil¬ 
liamsport,  Washington  county,  Maryland. 


r 
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on  this  6th  day  or  August ,  1900,  personally  ap¬ 


peared  before  me  John  Nitzel,  to  me  well  known  and  known 


to  me  to  bo  the  person  who  signed  the  foregoing  state¬ 


ment  in  quadruplicate  and  acknowledged  that  he  signed 


the  same . 


Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Williamsport, W a  shing ton 
County , Maryland . 


We,  the  undersigned  witnesses  to  the  signature  of 
Mr.  John  Nitzel,  hereby  append  our  names  after  reading 
the  foregoing  narrative.  We  have  well  known  the  said 
John  Nitzel  as  a  fellow  citizen  for  many  years,  regard 
him  as  a  man  of  undisputed  veracity,  and  believe  his 
statements  given  above  as  true  in  all  particulars: 
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STATEMENT  OF  MR.  JOHN  NITZEL  KINO  MEL OWN . 


TO  ALL  TO  WHOM  THESE  PRESENTS  SHALL  COME: 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  following  facts  are  here 
set  forth  for  the  information  of  posterity  and.  are  true 
tc  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

I,  John  Nitzel  King  Melown,  was  born  May  24,  1824, 
in  Williamsport,  Maryland,  in  the  house  built  by  my 
mother's  father,  John  Nitzel,  which  was  erected  in  1707 
on  the  lot  deeded  to  him  by  General  Otho  Holland  Yfil- 
liams.  This  is  about  the  oldest,  I  believe  the  oldest, 
house  in  Williamsport  and  has  been  continuously  occupied 
by  members  of  the  same  family  since  its  erection  to  the 
present  time.  I  have  in  my  possession  the  original  deed 
from  General  Vfilliams  for  this  lot. 

My  father,  John  Melown,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania; 
am  not  sure  whether  of  Franklin  or  Cumberland  county. 

My  grandfather,  John  Melown,  was  also  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania.  Just  when  he  first  settled  in  Williamsport 
I  am  unable  tc  say,  though  it  was  some  years  before  the 
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war  of  1812.  When  ho  came  hero  ho  brought  two  sons,  John 
(my  father)  and  Daniel,  who  were  then  mere  lads.  My 
grandmother  was  then  dead;  her  maiden  name  was  Justina 
King.  From  all  that  I  could  learn  from  my  parents,  my 
ancestors  on  my  father's  side  settled  in  America  before 
the  French  and  Indian  War.  There  has  been  some  specula¬ 
tion  as  to  the  true  nationality  of  the  family  name.  A 
little  episode  would  perhaps  be  of  interest  in  this  re¬ 
gard.  One  day  Mr.  Victor  Cushwa  of  Williamsport  intro¬ 
duced  me  to  the  Rev.  Father  Rabbia,  a  Catholic  priest. 

On  talcing  my  hand  the  priest  said:  "You  are  a  French 
Dutchman!  I  have  never  met  with  that  name  in  this  country 
before,  though  on  the  borders  of  France  the  name  is  well 
Known. " 

My  father,  John  Melown,  was  a  member  of  a  volunteer 
military  company  and  was  called  to  the  defense  of  Bal¬ 
timore  in  the  war  of  1812.  His  captain  was  Jacob  Wolf; 
father  being  an  ensign. 

Father  married  Magdalena  Nitzel,  daughter  of  John 
Nitzel,  who  was  a  soldier  on  the  American  side  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  I  do  not  know  the  exact  date  but 
think  it  was  in  1820  or  1821.  Mother's  family  name  is 
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spelled  in  various  ways  by  different  members  of  the 
family.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  original  ray  was 
"Nutzel,"  though  others  have  it  "Nitzel,  Nitzell,  Neit- 
sel,"  etc.  My  mother  ras  known  among  her  friends  as 
"Polly,”  though  she  always  wrote  her  name  as  "Mary." 

Many  times  have  I  heard  my  mother  speak  of  her 
father  telling  her  of  his  experiences  in  the  Revolution. 
She  was  a  favorite  of  her  father  and  consequently  he 
was  given  to  telling  her  of  his  war  days. 

I  have  read  the  account  written  by  my  cousin,  John 
Nitzel,  regarding  the  services  of  my  mother's  father  in 
the  Revolution.  It  is  true  to  the  best  of  my  belief  and 
embodies  the  main  facts  I  have  heard  narrated  in  the 
family  by  the  generations  which  have  passed  away.  I 
think  mother's  father  was  in  the  v;ar  under  General  Otho 
Holland  Williams  and  from  all  of  the  facts  I  have  learned 
I  would  pronounce  him  a  "French  Dutchman"  tco. 

The  Oster's  mentioned  in  the  record  from  the  old 
family  Bible  lived  on  the  Western  pike  between  Hagers¬ 
town  and  Conococheague.  Sinsel's  lived  on  a  farm  ad¬ 
joining  that  of  General  Williams  on  the  left  side  of  the 
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road  going  from  Williamsport  toward  Downsville.  On  the 
opposite  side  of  the  road  was  the  home  of  Judge  John 
Buchanan. 

Grandfather  Nitzel  took  an  active  part  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  Lutheran  church  of  Williamsport  and  was  a 
member  of  the  first  building  and  bell  committees.  The 
original  church  was  of  logs,  but  it  was  torn  down  in 
1829  and  a  brick  church  erected  on  the  spot. 

By  occupation  Grandfather  was  known  as  a  "fancy 
cooper,"  doing  much  fine  work  in  the  way  of  buckets, 
measures,  liquor  casks,  etc.,  in  hard  woods  and  metal 
trimmings . 

Grandfather  and  Grandmother  Nitzel  are  buried  in 
the  center  of  the  cemetery  at  Williamsport  in  the  high¬ 
est  portion  of  the  ground.  A  large  sycamore  tree  (the 
only  one  in  the  cemetery)  marks  the  southern  side  of 
Grandfather's  grave.  This  tree  is  seventy-five  feet  from 
the  north  side  of  General  Williams'  monument,  Grand¬ 
father's  grave  being  due  north  from  that  of  General 
Williams .  Lying  by  Grandfather's  side  to  tho  north  are 
the  bodies  of  Grandmother,  and  their  daughters  Catherine 
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and  Sarah  or  Sallie.  For  many  years  there  was  a  neat 
fence  around  the  spot  and  the  graves  were  marked  with 
rough  stones.  The  latter  were  taken  away  by  someone 
unknown  to  any  member  of  the  family. 

My  father,  John  Melown,  died  in  April,  1842,  and 
my  mother,  Magdalena  Nitzel,  died  in  September,  1870. 

Their  descendants  are  as  follows: 

MELOWN  DESCENT 

The  children  of  John  Melown  and  Magdalena  Nitzel  were 
Adolphus  Henry  Melown 
John  Nitzel  King  Melown 

Adolphus  died  childless;  and  the  children  of  John 
Nitzel  King  and  Sarah  Grosh  were: 

Mary  Elizabeth  Melown 
John  Me 1 own 

Justina  Melown  (married  Peter  Sisco) 

Luther  Melown 

Samuel  Melown  (married  several  times) 

George  Melown  (married) 

Henry  Melown  (married) 

Porter  Melown  (married) 
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In  witness  of  the  foregoing  I  hereunto  set  my  hand 
in  quintuplicate  this  24th  day  of  May,  1901,  at  Williams¬ 
port,  Washington  County,  Maryland. 


£ 


On  this  24th day  of  May,  1901,  personally  appeared 
before  me  John  Nitzel  King  Melown,  who,  after  being  duly 
sworn,  stated  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing 
instrument  are  true  to  the  best  of  his  Knowledge  and 
belief  and  he  signed  the  same  in  my  presence. 
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AFFIDAVIT  OF  HENRY  SNYDFR 
MILLER  AS  TO  THE  SERVICES 
OF  HENRY  MILLER  IN  THE 
WAR  OF  1012. 

This  is  to  certify  that  I,  Henry  Snyder  Miller,  ran 
horn  January  28 t  1830,  in  Trough  Creek  Valley,  Hunting¬ 
don  County,  Pennsylvania. 

My  Father  ms  Jonathan  Miller,  who  was  born  at  Broad 
Top,  Huntingdon  County,  Pennsylvania,  October  28,  1803. 

He  died  in  Skiddy,  Morris  County,  Kansas,  September  26, 
1889  . 

My  Grandfather  was  Henry  Miller,  who  was  born  in  the 
month  of  January,  1782,  at  his  father's  place  on  the  Po¬ 
tomac  River  about  seven  miles  below  Williamsport ,  Mary¬ 
land,  now  Known  as  Dellinger's.  He  died  on  the  anni¬ 
versary  of  his  birth  in  January,  1865.  He  often  talked 
with  me  about  his  services  in  the  United  States  Army 
during  the  War  of  1812.  I  remember  well  of  his  telling 
me  of  his  experiences  in  the  western  campaign  under  Gen¬ 
eral  Harrison  against  the  British  and  Indians.  He  bared 
his  leg  and  showed  me  where  he  had  been  shot  by  an  In¬ 
dian  in  that  campaign.  When  a  young  man  he  had  married 
Catherine  Snyder  of  Clearspring,  Maryland.  When  I  was 
born  I  was  named  in  honor  of  my  grandparents,  being 
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christened  Henry  Snyder  Miller.  My  Grandmother  was  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  C.  Snyder. 

My  Great  Grandfather  was  Andrew  Miller,  a  German, 
who  settled  in  Washington  County,  Maryland,  at  the  place 
now  known  as  Dellinger's  about  the  year  1760. 

My  Mother  was  Christiana  Ready  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  September  28,  1808,  and  w as  married  to  my 
Father  June  11,  1829.  She  died  in  Downs,  Kansas,  Novem¬ 
ber  7,  1889.  She  was  a  daughter  of  William  Ready  and 
Elizabeth  Alexander.  The  latter  were  married  in  1795 
and  raised  a  family  of  eleven  children,  ray  Mother  being 
the  seventh  child.  My  Mother  raised  a  family  of  twelve 
children,  of  whom  I  am  the  eldest  and  James  Monroe  Miller 
at  present  member  of  Congress  from  the  Fourth  Kansas  dis¬ 
trict,  is  the  youngest. 

Elizabeth  Alexander,  my  Grandmother,  was  a  daughter 
of  Alexander  Alexander  and  Agnes  Kelly.  She  was  born  in 
Ireland  in  1774.  Alexander  Alexander  was  born  in  County 
Down,  Ireland,  in  1731;  married  Agnes  Kelly  in  1767.  His 
ancestors  had  emigrated  from  Scotland  during  the  reign 
of  James  VI.  They  were  of  the  famous  Alexander  family 
Earls  of  Stirling  and  Dovan.  My  Great  Grandfather,  Alex¬ 
ander  Alexander,  came  to  America  in  1770  and  settled  in 
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the  Co no co che ague  Valley  of  Western  Pennsylvania .  He 
was  in  the  American  Navy  during  the  Revolutionary  War, 
having  served  on  the  armed  boat  Chatham,  the  fire  brig 
Vesuvius,  and  the  armed  boat  Hancock. 


The  facts  and  statements  set  forth  in  the  above  are 
true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

Skiddy,  Morris  County,  Kansas. 


,  1904. 
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BETWEEN  H/i-U  H'Moro,  of  rLhim-Ti  Tnun,  FLl 

’  of  County,  ill  the  but*  -Uvefaid, 


mic  Part  as.J  t//Ai  .1  +■'**■*  -T  or  yr-w  voui.ty,  iu  me  owe  •Mjtcmiu, 

Part— WHERE .Ah,  byf  thr  Hogydrable  the  General  AffcmUy  of  the  State  ol  A/r-yW,  at  a  /rffKfi  b^un  and  held  at  the  City  of  A 


oilier  l  lungs  it  waafiudtrd  a*  follow*,  to  wit .  “  That 


Court,  agreeably  tn  the  Dire. 

It  i/kj«ii,  |oi  aii.l  m  Cinifulcrutu 
napt*  ami  Aitieriiteiiti,  heir  in  a 
hi*  I <Ur»  ami  AHtjjM*,  Al  l.  that  I 
**.J  cJ.tlmg  *.ih< 4  hi  the  Hot  of  U*  laid 

4/^-^  »f.V 

;  A.  As*/  A  *£  ✓- 


■  vvll.MAMy-l'ORT 

1  the  1  and  Record*  of  the 

••  I. iik a  nf  the  I  «■!»  ut  the  laid  I 
l.n.1  ><H  Pint*  >*l  the  afore  laid  1 


due  llun.li.il  ■iii*I  1  ill y  Adis,  being  Part  ot  t  inct\f  Land  called 
( j uiiiy,  and  il.r  lame  when  luiveyed  to  lay  cyt  into  Lot*,  Streets,  L; 
'  ,  ,ii. .1  a  collect  *ml  accurate  Certificate  and  PLt  thereof  Co  return  to  t 
lie  laid  County,  and  (*•  keep  the  original  Plot  in  !».*  Office  ;  and*  Copy  I 


Hundred  and  Eighty-fix,  ajnwna  eilu 
:  <,r  more  of  them,  be  and  are  hereby  ip|*oit.tcd  Cuauni/Loinr*  to  furvey  a  (Quantity  of 
. l.t 


the  Year  ot  our  Lorfl  Oj.e  Thou  land  Seven 

Rirhun!  Pimltll,  and  Altjiomk’  Cfafftr,  or  >/»y  three  or  more  of  them,  ,  _ 

TradPYf  Land  called  Ross’*  PuatHAsk,  and  another  called  Lt »D«,  cart tigupu*  to  the  Mouth  of  ^ht 

ane>  and  Alley*,  to  be  rtefled  into  a  Town,  ji«J  to  be  called  and  L/umn  by  the  Name  of 


n  to  the  Clerk  c.f  Uufty Li  urt,  who  ia  hereby  required  to  record  the  far nr  among  rT  '^.yxA  1  • 
gnul  licit  in  ||.i  Oificc  ;  anJaC«f>y  from  the  Original,  oi  the  Record  ch.ye.Lg^.*l  L*  eonchifice  Evidence  ai  to  the  Hound*  and  -'JeSfl’  "  \ 
Lancs  and  AlWya  (hereof’.”  AND  H  HI  REAS  the  Cumnii  dinner*  aforcflffl,  in  pmkante  of  the  fa*d  A  A,  have  tuivryrJ  and  .  S:V  1.x  ..  %  \ 
r.cu,  Lam.s  -*oU  Alleys,  aiulhas-  returned  *coijei*  and  accurate  Certificate  and  Plu  thereof  hr  the  Clerk  of  ’v'zffiii'' 

u f  th  1*1.1  Act,  v*  by  tl'V-  1  and  Kryud  o(  yi>.  laid  County,  Reference  bong  tficrc  unto  had,  v/ill  lylly  apjiear.  NOW,  1’HIS  INDEN  I  URt  W1  tNESj^ETH,  1  hat  (be  foj  Ca*#  HALaJt^  '  f  A  * 

rf(inN  oi  the  Sum  .*l  v/.—l'i  *~  t  ui lent  Monty,  to  him  |h  Hand  mid,  die  Receipt  whereof  he  doth  h<  reby  acknowledge,  and  Lxjotlpt  CuiU.yirratioa  of  i he  Rent*.  Ciorrst ' *  •*;  H~'  *Jt *  ' 

m  jimi  c  .it  mu  I.  II A  I'll  d  "  .1,  leaf*  J,  (•  t,  a*.  I  t**  farm  htten,  and,  by  Hi.  le  I’lrieViic,  DO  1H  den.ife.  It  ah,  ft  I,  and  to  larni  let  unto  him  the  laid  4  V/m  -  ^  — ’  —  '  *.jj  i  { T.L . 

Porn.m  .*f  Oi.-und  in  the  I  .*^n  ot'lf  iil...  >*•»'- f'a/r,  luiveyed  and  laid  off  hy  the  CommilTioners  afon-Lnd,  by  the  Authority  in  them  cyiladby  f^S  A^l  of^ftlfcuihly  i^fiioJ,  koowA. 

i ‘L’uwn  l*v  Nucinaa  f  •*  .yfy>  h-td  r«/na  «**»V  b^uiumg  lm  <a«»daiiteyaca.oi.Laia  u*  U»»  1*L«  and -Survey 

ft- .  . ^  aAUia 

r  '  - 


and  of  thu  atrceic,  Lancs  and  Alliji  thereof."  AND 
nf  Land  into  Lots,  Mr..  U,  Lam.s  aftll  Alleys,  aiul  has 


a‘,n.ritri 


^  /*»-  /aiV  taw-Vta  ,Vrai^#c'  A*  /n,*i) 

'  TO’ HAVE  AND  1*0  HOLD  to  I  j«  the  fnd  »-'/a«^a^  '  hi.  f  hi,,  c.jla  f|,  nn  d.yh.u  Tam  yd,>*i^.-y^uanqjy v  , 

.Led  and  •Li*h«r  '»*S  1  <'x  AJfanujrr  JiA.l  ApfurfeiUnce*»-YfEf,THNli  ANlJJr/\  Y1N« '  then  fir,  yearly  »nj  r.Lry"iYat,  on'tJTc  Jfl/ ^  Dj/rl^**>yW>uaIly,  ujto  him  the  faij  Or/i»  //.. -  .  . 

Id'.-fcuvu,  hit  ll.*r*  anJ  Alt'**-,  tiulhrlc  cl  t;.«*d  mer.liajiiahle  'Vh*  at,  or  *n  I  juivJrnt  loi yhofhnte  iii/utrcnt  Money,  at  die  Titiac  die  Line  hecon*  t  due  aivj  payable  »  the  Eirft  Paymeot  tv  ‘  • 

(Mimitii.t  and  he  made  on  tlie  FirfV  Day  of  .lnnt,  One  Thou  I  and  Sevm  Hundred  and  Eighty-  ai  *akL>  *—  AND  the  laid  tV/ni  •  j  /  -  f.jr  lumlcl^  tui  licata,  Eaecutori,  A*l*n*nifliaio«»  and 

Afli(’itx,  doth  covenant,  prormic  anti  agtee.  to  anu  wifli  die  UiAOti^  littlund  ffilhtm,,  hi  a  lieu*,  ueiurori,  Adininiftrulor*  and  Artigni,  (hath*  jjA-  faiJ  ^‘e>7n  O  ------  -  *■  kit  Hein,  1  unjlvn^  - 

Ayluunllhatoi »  and  Affi^nc,  Hull  aiul  will  well  and  trulv  fay  and  deliver  unto  him  the  f*iJ  Uth+f Itllond  l^iUiunti,  In  a  1 1<  trs  EyxcuMr*|  Adofitulliatoii  nr  AOigna,  ajul  i/te  Eyfl  Day  of  d/<r»,  annually,  the  jfmt  la.cl  Rent  «d  ^i»  Cts  ^ 

-  -  -  lUlilvLi.f  (Tt.oJ  merchantable  Wheat,  or  an  Equivalent  in  current  Money;  And  that  he  tbo  laid  -  -  hie  Hoie^.aeiut.iia,  Ad.syi.illntori  or  Affigua,  QuJl  anJ 

.  will,  within  the  Term  of  I  wo  Year*  from  the  Date  of  tlicle  Prclcnts,  cnclofe  the  laid  D*t  of  Ground,  with  a  griod  Poll  a/id  Rail  or  Pale  W nee ;  And  thnt  he  the  laid  LVArt  ^-7»^  />*CS - - - - r  —  |,(i 

.  ,„i  r.vdtiri,  Eaecutors,  Adimn  lit  atom  or  AHiutis,  lhall  and  Will  bcfuic  the  E  if  ll  Day  <il  ii/uy,  One  Thoul  wiJ  Seven  I  [jibe  J  and  ~£**+*^  crrCt/nd  buili^cm.  Hie  lajd  Lot,  or  Port****.  <d  Ground,  a  Houfc,  of  Briek  ur 

ft'r  r  btonr.  Frame,  or  hewed  Logs  at  the  lealt  Twenty  Feet  by  Twenty-fit  Feet  in  the  b*fe,  with  a  goal  Chimney knf  Bride  or  Stone./' And  the  faid  (^/y/rrs.  - doth  hy/eby  further,  for  hnn- 

.  fel4  his  Heirs,  Kv  culms,  AilminiUrators  and  Alhgnc,  covenant,  ptomife,  irrant  and  agree  to  and  with  him  the  laitljC'h.a  ILti.mJ  fVUliami,  his  Heir*  and  Afligns,  that  iLfnc  afoerfaid  annual  Renr  of  //  ■,  /.  y  —  - 

v  ,  £ .  Bulhels  of  Wheat,  ot  an  Equivalcus  be  tiof  jyi^^nd  fatiihwJ  onthcl'  till  Day  of  Afjy  annually,  anJ  lisa  II  remain  brfpaid  lor  Uic  Space  c.b  Months,  alter  any  of  th*  Did  Day.  of  Payment,  the  fame  being  legally  drmar^lecL 

*.  •.  *  ,  ,  ■  'f’.“*L,id  no*  fufficient  Erf’ech  of  him  the  faid  bit  lletr*  or  AfTtgiis,  being  and  remaining  on  the  Premifes,  whereon  the  Rent  afnrefaid  may  be  levied  at  any  Time  t»t  Time*,  alter  .he  fame  _ 

01  Ilf  I’wo  Year*  from  the  Date  of  thefc  Prclcnts  i  or  if  the  Houle  aforeCud  of  llnck 
within  the  Term  of  - .  Year*  before  limited  j  or  in  cafe  of  the  Failure, 


f  o,:4S 


.thy  i  u H  li.y  o*  ALy  uinuJIy,  .u3  il). II  rcm.m  lor  the  Sp.ce  .A  , 

*/ /*+-/* +  -  —  -  hit  (/nr*  or  AfTigns,  bclrrj  and  remaining  on  th* 

~ flsufl  become  due,  or  if  die  I^.t  or  Portion  of  Qround  atoreUij/be  not  eJtalofcd  with  a  gu**l  Poll  anJ  Rail  or  lu  Fence,  within  the  Term 
”  ””  ””  *  good  C 


Siwit,  Frame,  ot  hewed  Log*,  at  It  all  Twenty  Vnt  b/  Twciiw-lia,  Fejt,  with  a  g. 

-  _•  *  ri*xc.:  Non -coii'pl. ante  on  tl  "  r  Livl  »•/<:» /in C--»  . n _ _ _ t . . . . 

•  ;  •/  i^UCak,  ,«  lhall  and  ouy  U  lawful  j  and  it  is  the  Meaning  aod  Lad  nt.on  of  the  Partie*  to  thefc  Prelcnts,  that  dje  laid  Oth*  l Inland  H\ Umm>,  hi.  H 

'  V'.-  •  .•’(■  of  Ground  and  Premifes,  and  the  fkir*c  hold  and  enjyy,  or  otherwife  difpnfe  of  ai  h*s  or  (heir  Bible  in  Fee,  without  Tet,  Suit,  Hindrance,  Molt  lbrior 

i  hs  Heirt,  Eqecutun,  AdminiAraiots  ot  Afligim  0c  any  of  them,  any  thjnc^n  thcfrVicIcnu  c^nuiiwd  to  the  contrary  not wiiMlaiaW.  AND  the 


\ 


Chimney  of  Bnclc,  or  Sfime,  be  not  built  thereon  v  t  . ... _ _ 

his  Heir*,  Efetuturs,  Adminirtraton  and  Aligns,  in  any  of  tWc  CoyciuiiU,  Promifcs  and  Ayieements  aforementioned,  dien  and 

. . .  "  hi.  Heir*  oi  Aifignt,  may  re-enter  and  take  Poffc&on  of  dit  laid  Ia, t.  or  Port, on 

ilclbrion  or 'l'ruublc.  Irons  or  by  him  the  faid  •s'rAA/j  *AiJ>  —  — 

„  ..  ,  IC,"»  any  d)j»'B/«n  thcfc^Pitlcyito  umlaincd  to  the  contrary  notwiihllaisdyig.  AND  the  faid  Oth)  U.lUind  H'lhumi,  for  himlclf,  hi*  Heir*,  F  xe.  u^/t ,  Adminirtrator J 

*nd  ’  A  Hignsdodt  covenant,  prptmfe  and  agree  to  and  with  the  faid  CL>V^*w  ‘  »-0  -  - ,  r  .a.  hi*  Ifein,  Executor*,  AdminiArator*  and  A£ki»,  that  he  the  Lid  Ori#  H  .unJ  ff.lom, 

hi*  Heiis,  Executor*  and  Adnnmftmtor*,  tlie  aforefAd  Lot  of  Ground  and  Premifes  mitt^im  the  laid  8>A>vi  CD>  -  -  — ^  hi»  Heirs  Executor*.  Admin. Arator*  and  Afligns,  lhall 

Xitd  will  V*  ai  f*nt  and  Dt  fend  a^ainA  him  tl)e  laid  Otht  HtjUnJ  If  ilium j,  hi*'  Heift{  Executor*,  /^dtuim  Amors,  atvljA^Tigns,  inn  : againA  all  and  every  P  crfnn  and  Per  Tons,  lawfully  clai  living  or  to  claim  any  Fllatc,  Ri  ’htr  1  itle  .i 

Afligns,  and  that  he  die  faiJ  Oth  Ht!Lnd  IHliiumi ,  his  Heir*,  Fxcoitois  and  Adniniitlra("i<l  tiull  at.d  s.  ,.1, 


*Ug>  . -f . 

Intel clt  in  die  Lot  or  Portion  of  Ground  afoirpld,  ftom,  by  ot  under  him  the  Is 
»t  the  rtafnnable  RcqueA,  and  at  the  primer  CmU  and  Charge*  c*f(  him  th*  lasifi 
(.'I  «!•  wl  ot  >.r  Puiuoti  of  Gi.iund  *1  ircutdfand  {humic.*,  10  him*  t  fie  laid 
*r.J  to  pr>  >■  (\e  the  Cuvenantt,  Proinile*,  Clauls*  and  A  roemrnt*  herein  contained,  xii  !  for  tlic/l' 

.  I  VI  HI  I  \JI.*e  . .I.*  IS-..*...  ...  .li.C.  D. .  I--..  L . ...  L. _ ....  I  ll  . 


IN  \VT rNESS  wh.icof,  die  Panic*  tu  dwfc  PnlcnUhjvc  hcicunto  iatcrchangcably  let  then  llaudx  iul 

# 

,  Sif'ltJ,  Sljlul,  «nJ  DibvtrtJ 

‘  ^  ’  ’  // 


bn  Hcua  rr  Affigns,  mAe,  execute,  ; 
_  hit  Heirs  and  Allign*  ,  svliivh  laid  new  Dale,  * 

■<nts  of  Nm«y-lfiit*  Year*  then  next  proceedin';,  and  I,,  from  Time  to  1  urn 
‘  ‘iflixed  Ihoi  Seals,  the  i>ay  and  "i.ai  afoicfaid.  . 


.know Edge  o.d  dehvtc  a  new  Lrafc,  or  L.  * 
or  Lcafc*,  Hull  he  nude  In  fccuie  the  fame  Re  nt*, 
sc,  at  the  Expiation  ot  every  Ninety- nine  Yean, 

A  '<  ‘/a  ' 


c 


c 


DEED  made  in  1788  Toy  GENERAL  OTHO  HOLLAND  WILLIAMS 


to  JOHN  NEITZEL 


8JCA  1,1!  ai^AUOii  OHTO  A.  /.iI2TD  83 VI  nt  «bjaa  CI3HCI 


"THE  HETZERS" 


The  writer  is  attempting  to  show  that  the  Hetzer  family  came 
to  Maryland  from  Germany. 

In  "THE  HESSIANS'  IN  THE  REVOLUTION" (was) written  by  Edward  J, 
Lowell,  published  in  the  year,  1834,  in  New  York  City.  Mr.  Lowell  covers 
a  period  of  eight  years,  from  1775  to  1783.  I  have  no  authentic  proof, 
but  have  always  understood  that  my  Great-grandfather,  JO  10!  HETZER  was  a 
Hessian  soldier,  and  believe  he  came  to  America  with  the  first  division, 
which  left  Hesse  Cassel  Germany,  in  March,  1776,  and  landed  in  New  York 
City,  August  15th,  King  George  III,  of  England,  had  many  private  and 
public  virtues,  but  his  political  errors  and  the  mistaken  policy  of  his 
ministers  brought  about  a  war  with  the  English  Colonies  in  North  America, 
which  ended  with  the  independence  of  the  United  States.  The  King  called 
for  volunteers  to  put  down  the  rebellion.  As  volunteers  responded  slowly 
he  hired  mercernary  troops  from  the  German  states,  obtaining  nearly  30,000 
in  all.  Many  of  these  came  from  Hesse  Cassel,  which  was  one  of  the  most 
attractive  provinces  of  Germany.  Its  galleries,  parks,  and  gardens,  and 
its  great  palaces  are  calculated  to  excite  admiration  and  surprise.  Here 
Napoleon  III  spent  the  months  of  his  captivity  amid  scenes  which  might 
remind  him  of  the  magnificence  of  Versailes,  which,  indeed,  those  who 
planned  the  beautiful  gardens  had  wished  to  imitate.  The  inhabitants  at 
that  time  were  between  three  and  four  hundred  thousand.  (it  may  be  noted 
as  a  rule,  that  the  regiments  sent  to  America  in  1776  were  made  up  of 
better  material  than  were  the  bodies  of  recruits  subsequently  furnished). 
The  first  division  of  Hessians,  some  eight  thousand  strong,  passed  Sandy 
Hook  on  August  15th,  1776,  and  landed  at  Staten  Island  amid  salvoes  of 
artillery  and  musketry.  The  division  was  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
general  Philip  von  Leister,  a  tough  old  soldier  of  the  Seven  Years  War. 

It  is  related  that  when  Landgrave  Frederick  II  called  him  to  command  the 
Hessian  expeditionary  force  he  did  so  in  these  terms:  "Heister,  you  must 
go  along  to  America."  "Very  well  your  Most  Serene  Highness,  but  I  take 
the  liberty  of  making  a  few  requests.  First,  my  debts  must  be  paid,  my 
wife  and  children  must  be  taken  care  of  until  I  come  back."  When  the 
Landgrave  had  smilingly  assented  Heister  cried  out:  "Now,  your  Serene 
Highness,  you  shall  see  what  this  old  head  and  these  bones  can  do." 

The  Hessians  were  much  surprised  at  the  appearance  of  wealth 
and  plenty  which  they  found  on  Staten  Island,  The  colonists  lived  in 
comfortable  houses  surrounded  by  gardens  and  orchards.  A  colonist  on 
Staten  Island  lived  as  comfortable  as  a  German  country  gentlemen  and  it 
seemed  extraordinary  to  the  Hessians  that  people  should  revolt  against 
a  government  under  which  they  enjoyed  so  many  blessings. 

In  December  of  1776  a  very  hard  battle  was  fought  at  Trenton, 

New  Jersey,  when  Colonel  Rail  was  killed.  They  were  overpowered  by 
colonists.  The  Hessian  officers  and  soldiers  who  had  been  taken  prisoners 


•  Vni  noO  /.jot';  to  klyja*:  vd 

, 

■  fcrt  '•*>*»  .a  t  ; - '» i.  /j fl-v-J  •■  Lafinajq 

ri  ‘  •  iu  eTioe  .e/WaaeH  To  noi.  fvi  it!  *  :(? 

JO  I:  >'o-  -  -:)OT  1  evs"  on*.;  ,t  ♦  ,  *J  s  j] 

‘  *f  '>  -*  X-r,  j  'lo  j  jo  wa.Xai  -J  J  uni  ar  !o  brt£»  a*:  in 
jd  ■<■  L©rar  -larfeiot  t.n;  (3«  •<■1  n •  i.  •  'o/i  ■  I 

rtdl,-  <r  erf,  de  f'?  Hqios  »t»*  sfuiee*H  an  >' 

X  •  Ivor  ?  •=• : qoan  .tenr  ■uua.^  :  i  '  '  c~  \  artffctoen  e  t»f  >t>«j 

•  a^oXCw  jXv  '<u^  :  os  bexor.Kv  >/ij  rfo  1  iob.  r  mav  ■< 

*no  ro^T  **  Jrf  ol  exv  9lt$ad  biarf  *  WI  *lo  tedmajaa  nl 

V-  b<n>wo  t^vo  8*u  .^XXxrf  !mv  IUS  lorn  XcD  aarf  ^sa-tel,  waH 

Xurf  !w  ;.toibJ  e  L  a  iif  neieesH  t*ni  .et:tnoloo 


had  to  march  on  December  26th,  over  the  same  cold,  and  snowy  road  by 
which  the  Americans  had  advanced  to  attack.  Wo  can  fancy  them  shivering 
in  their  uniforms  while  their  tattered  and  bare-footed  captors  marched 
gaily  beside  them  and  forgot  the  icy  wind  in  glow  of  victory.  The 
Hessians  officers  were  treated  with  great  courtesy  by  the  American  cm n» 
manders.  Washington  expressed  his  sympathy  with  them  immediately  after 
their  surrender.  One  officer  made  this  remark:  "This  General  does  not 
show  in  his  face  the  greatness  with  which  he  is  generally  credited.  His 
eyes  have  no  fires,  but  the  smiling  character  of  his  expression  when  he 
speaks  inspires  affection  and  respect." 

Soon  after  the  battle  of  Trenton  the  prisoners  were  marched 
off  to  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  The  first  stop  was  made  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  When  they  arrived  at  the  barracks  the  commanding  officer  said, 
"Dear  Hessians,  let  us  march  into  these  barracks."  Why  the  American 
officers  addressed  them  in  terms  of  endearment  does  not  appear,  but  a 
great  degree  of  confidence  seems  to  have  been  established  between  them. 
General  Washington  wrote,  on  February  15th,  1777:  "One  thing  I  must 
remark  in  favor  of  the  Hessians  and  that  is,  that  our  people  who  had 
been  prisoners  generally  agreed  that  they  received  much  kinder  treatment 
from  them  than  the  British  officers  and  soldiers." 

As  time  went  on  some  of  the  Hessians  were  taken  prisoners,  other 
volunteered  in  the  American  Army  and  helped  to  fight  for  liberty.  Among 
them  was  John  Hetzer  from  what  I  have  always  understood. 

However,  I  do  not  know  when  or  where  that  might  have  taken  place 
I  take  it  for  granted  it  took  place  in  Philadelphia,  in  1777.  Many  of 
them  became  in  the  end  citizens  of  the  republic  they  were  sent  to  destroy 
If  that  was  the  case  I  do  not  think  it  was  dishonorable  to  desert.  Their 
coming  over  here  was  just  a  matter  of  business,  or  adventure.  It  was  not 
a  patriotic  duty. 

John  Hotzer  I,  married  and  remained  in  Pennsylvania  the  rest  of 
his  life  time.  I  do  not  know  how  much  a  family  he  had,  except  e.  son 
naned  John,  who  in  about  the  year  1810  came  into  Maryland  and  settled  in 
a  little  village,  named  Williamsport.  He  being  a  miller  by  trade,  se¬ 
cured  a  position  in  a  flour  mill  owned  by  the  Van  Lear's.  The  mill  was 
located  on  the  east  bonk  of  the  Conococheaguo  Creek,  about  one-fourth 
mile  from  where  it  empties  into  the  Potomac  river.  This  same  mill  was 
destroyed  by  fire  in  the  fall  of  1889,  surviving  the  great  flood  of  the 
same  year.  (The  writer  was  present  at  the  fire).  One  of  the  employees 
at  the  mill  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  John  Nitzel  (or  John  Netsley)  who 
was  a  Private  in  Captain  Peter  Muntz' s  Company  from  Williamsport,  Md., 
in  the  Flying  Camp,  in  the  Revolutionary  War).  At  that  time  he  had  a 
son  named  John  and  two  daughters,  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  the  latter  being 
fifteen  years  of  age.  John  Hetzer  fell  in  love  with  Elizabeth  shortly 
after  meeting  her  and  they  were  married  the  next  year,  1811.  For  a 
wedding  present  her  father  gave  them  a  lot  across  the  street  from  the 
home  place,  known  as  No.  42  Wesr  Salisbury  Street.  The  house  is  still 
in  a  pretty  fair  condition,  that  they  built  of  logs  on  this  lot 
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the  satne  yea*4,  securing  logs  by  cutting  down  trees  in  thfc  immediate 
neighborhood.  John  and  Elizabeth  spent  their  entire  life  time  in  this 
little  two  and  oner-half  story  house,  where  their  seven  children  were  born, 
three  sons  and  four  daughters:  Namely,  as  to  age,  Mary,  John,  Eliza, 
Catherine,  Jane,  George  and  Charles,  twins.  Mary  the  oldest,  was  burn 
in  1813.  The  next  year  her  father  went  to  war,  enlisting  under  commanding 
officer,  Capt,  Dominick  Bader’s  Co.  as  a  private,  from  Aug.  19th,  and 
ending  Nov.  18th,  1814,  and  was  present  at  Fort  McHenry  on  September  14th, 
when  the  Star  Spangled  Banner  was  written.  Directly  afterward  grandfather 
returned  to  his  home  in  Williamsport,  Md. 

The  next  child  born  was  John,  in  1816,  Eliza  in  1819.  Catherine 
in  1822,  Jane  in  1824,  George  and  Charles  (twins)  born  in  1828,  the 
latter  being  the  writer's  father. 

The  family  lived  in  the  same  house  for  many  years,  however, 
grandfather  died  in  1829,  leaving  a  great  responsibility  on  grandmother, 

She  being  of  good  old  German  stock  faced  the  task  without  fear.  That 
same  year  she  had  a  large  bakeoven  built  in  the  rear  of  her  home  and 
started  to  bake  bread,  which  she  sold  in  the  town.  She  also  kept  a  cow, 
which  helped  to  support  her  family.  During  the  Civil  War  she  did  a  big 
business,  baking  bread  and  pies  for  the  soldiers,  in  which  some  forgot 
to  reimburse  her  for  her  efforts. 

The  last  member  of  the  family  to  die  in  the  old  home,  was  Eliza, 
who  died  in  1898  at  the  age  of  seventy  nine  years.  Grandmother  Hetzer 
lived  to  a  good  old  age.  She  passed  away  in  October,  1880,  in  her  eighty 
sixth  year.  I  well  remember  her.  Can  picture  her  in  her  black  lace  cap 
and  smoking  a  pipe,  as  most  all  old  ladies  did  then.  She  was  a  Christian 
woman,  brought  up  in  the  church.  Iler  father,  John  Nitzel  I,  signed  the 
plans  of  the  Luthern  Church,  incorporated  in  the  year  1806.  Prior  to 
that  the  Luthern  folks  walked  to  Hagerstown  and  back  most  every  Sunday, 
to  worship  in  Saint  John's  Church  on  a  South  Potomac  Street,  and  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  six  miles  each  way.  (the  writer  joined  Saint  John's  Church  in 
1905,  transferring  from  the  old  Zion  Church  in  Williamsport,  Ivfd.)  Her 
children  were  all  brought  into  this  same  faith,  and  remained  so  during 
their  whole  lives. 

I  will  now  give  you  what  information  I  can  regarding  my  father's 
brothers  and  sisters,  including  himself. 

Mary,  the  eldest  daughter  was  married  to  William  Steele,  at 
home  in  the  year  1835.  She  being  a  very  popular  girl  of  the  town,  had 
many  friends  present.  The  ladies  all  wore  wide  skirts,  tight  fitting 
w-vists  and  very  large  bonnets.  The  young  men  wore  tight  doe  skin  trousers, 
fancy  waist-coat,  with  long  coats  and  high  hats,  (a  young  Doctor  Weisel 
was  the  life  of  the  party.)  Pretty  soon  after  they  were  married  thuy 
left  for  the  West,  landing  in  Missouri, 
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Aunt  Mary  never  returned,  They  had  a  number  of  children, 
can  remember  of  about  two  sons,  Robert  and  Prank,  Also  a  daughter  bu:. 
cannot  remember  her  name,  I  never  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  any  of 
her  family,  including  herself.  She  died  at  age  eighty  four  and  was  buried 
in  Missouri, 

John,  the  oldest  son  was  married  in  1840  to  Caroline  Hetzer, 
a  distant  cousin,  who  came  in  from  Ohio  on  a  visit,  when  she  fell  in  love 
with  him.  She  never  returned  to  her  native  home ..  After  they  married, 
they  moved  to  Indian  Springs  section  of  Washington  County  and  bought 
up  considerable  land.  Had  six  children,  two  daughters  and  five  sons. 

The  daughters  were  named  Elizabeth  and  Catherine;  Hhe  sons,  Alton„  George, 
John,  Charles,  and  Tom*  They  lived  in  that  section  the  greater  part  of 
their  lives,  both  being  buried  in  the  old  Park  Head  Cemetery,  I  think 
Uncle  John  died  in  1856,  Aunt  Caroline  outlived  him  by  over  forty  years. 

She  was  a  beautiful  character.  Was  never  happier  than  when  she  had  her 
friends  about  her.  Have  heard 'it  said,  that  many  a  Sunday  she  entertained 
as  many  as  twenty-four  guests  for  several  meals.  Had  it  not  teen  for 
her  charitable  disposition  she  would  have  been  a  wealthy  woman,  Elizabeth, 
the  oldest  daughter,  very  much  like  her  mother  in  every  respect,  lived 
to  be  about  seventy-five  years  of  age.  Catherine  died  when  she  was  about 
twenty,  I  just  remember  her,  Alton  died  at  age  of  thirty,  George  died, 

I  believe  in  infancy.  Tom  died  of  diptheria  in  hist-  childhood.  John  died 
at  fifty-five.  Charles  died  at  about  sixty-five.  Aunt  Caroline  Hetzer 
died  in  1899  in  her  late  seventies, 

Eliza  Hetzer  was  one  of  the  most  refined  and  Christian  ladies 
one  could  meet.  She  never  married.  In  about  1845  she  took  a  position 
at  Saint  James  College,  which  is  located  about  six  miles  east  from 
Williamsport,  Md.,  under  Professor  Kerfoot  to  help  to  maintain  her  mother 
and  keep  the  home  together.  She  held  the  same  position  under  two  Professors-, 
the  second  one  being  Henry  Onderdonk,  for  over  forty  years,  coming  back 
to  her  home  to  spend  the  rest  of  her  days.  She  passed  away  in  1898.  In 
her  Will  she  left  a  certain  amount  to  the  Zion  Lutheran  Church  in  Williamsport. 
This  was  the  church  that  her  Grandfather  John  Nitzel  helped  to  build.  The 
Executor  of  her  Will  was  Peter  Light  Lemen,  a  good  friend  and  neighbor  of 
the  family.  Mr.  Lemen  was  a  member  of  the  church  council  at  that  time. 

Mr,  Lemen  suggested  to  the  council  that  as  Miss  Eliza  was  such  a  devout 
member  of  the  church,  the  money  she  had  left  be  applied  as  a  memorial  to 
her.  They  decided  to  place  a  chandelier  in  the  center  of  the  church. 

That  was  the  first  memorial  in  (old)  Zion  Church.  ’’Letting  your  light 
shine”,  was  a  very  appropriate  thought  for  Aunt  Eliza. 

Catherine,  the  third  sister,  was  also  an  unusal  woman..  She 
never  married.  However,  I  have  always  understood  that  she  hc-id  a  very 
dear  gentleman  friend  when  she  was  quite  young  but  V-  J:  b  'iu  "o  the 

wedding  day.  She  never  had  another  lover  ,  rho.rr.  ;  t  *  f  ’  ”i  on 
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She  took  a  great  pride  in  her  home  and  remained  there  with  her 
motheij  the  greater  part  of  her  life.  Her  flower  and  vegetable  garde'-  wo  re 
the  talk  of  the  town.  Aunt  Catherine  died  in  thO  same  house  in  which  -m 
was  born,  spending  seventy  four  years  there,  never  getting  farther  s.wy 
than  Washington,  D..  C.  I  want  to  add  this  regarding  my  two  maiden  au. ■  t- _ . 

If  there  ever  was  an  example  of  Mary  and  Martha,  mentioned  in  the  Hit  1 j 
those  two  were  ce.rtainly  of  that  kind.  I  never  remember  visiting  their 
home  on  Sunday,  which  I  frequently  did,  that  all  newspapers  and  books  that 
were  not  of  a  religious  nature,  were  laid  away  and  they  scent,  the  time 
going  to  church,  reading  their  Bible  and  church  papers. 

Jane,  the  fourth  and  youngest  sister,  married  Thomas  J.  Charlton 
in  1845.  From  this  marriage  there  were  seven  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Sons,  George,  Thomas,  Samuel,  Charles,  Adam,  Hamilton,  and  Henry.  (The 
latter  is  the  survivor  of  the  family.)  Daughters,  Elizabeth  and  Mary. 

The  last  mentioned  son  and  daughter  were  twins.  Aunt  Jane  was  also  a 
very  good  woman.  Had  many  life  long  friends.  My  first  recollection  of 
the  family  was  when  they  moved  on  the  Ash  Farm,  which  is  about  three  miles 
north  west  from  Williamsport,  in  1878.  I  visited  this  grand  old  farm 
many  times,  and  the  last  time  I  was  in  the  house,  (which  burned  since) 
was  on  July  3rd,  1908,  the  day  my  aunt  died.  The  three  older  sons,  George, 
Thomas,  and  Samuel  died  when  very  young  and  also  daughter  Elizabeth. 

Charles  lived  to  be  about  seventy-five  years  of  age.  Adam  also  lived  to 
about  his  seventy-fifth  year. 

Hamilton,  (named  after  a  particular  friend  of  his  father,  the  late 
Governor  William  T,  Hamilton  of  Maryland)  died  when  only  about  twenty- 
three.  Mary  died  at  the- age  of  eighteen.  Henry  is  still  living  on  the 
home  farm, 

George,  the  twin  brother  to  my  father,  went  to  Cumberland,  Md,,  to 
learn  the  carpente-r  trade  in  the  year  1849,  I  remember  of  hearing  my 
father  say,  that  he  and  George  left  on  an  Easter  Monday,  the  day  being 
unusually  warm  for  that  time  of  the  year.  George  worked  at  his  trade 
for  about  a  year,  when  a  terrible  epidemic  spread  over  that  section, 

I  think  it  was  cholera  and  people  died  by  the  hundreds.  George  died 
at  that  time  and  was  buried  privately.  None  of  the  family  was  allowed 
to  attend  the  funeral.  That  was  a  gre&t  shock  to  the  whole  family. 
Grandmother  and  all  the  sisters  started  to  wear  deep  mourning  and  neither 
of  them  ever  laid  it  off  the  rest  of  their  life  time.  George  Hetzer  was 
considered  a  very  handsome  young  man.  He  was  six  foot  and  weighed  about 
one  hundred  seventy  pounds.  Charles,  my  father,  as  stated  above  was 
born  in  Williamsport,  Maryland,  on  June  13th,  1828,  where  he  spent  his 
younger  days.  In  the  spring  of  1849  he  went  to  Cumberland  to  learn  the 
trade  of  carpenter  and  cabinet  maker.  He  finished  the  trade  in  1853. 

The  next  year  he  married  Catherine  Kennedy,  of  Irish  descent,  on  April 
20th.  They  were  married  by  a  Rev.  Myers  of  the  Methodist  Church.  My 
mother  was  considered  a  very  attractive  woman.  She  had  very  black  hair 
and  brown  eyes.  Have  always  understood  that  she  was  a  very  refined  and 
reserved  lady.  I  can  just  remember  her,  as  I  was  only  five  and  one-half 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death,  which  was  on  November  1st,  1880, 
in  her  forth- seventh  year.  (  My  father  attended  the  same  church  with 
some  very  close  friends.  It  was  thfttthe  first  met  my  mother  ) , 
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On  May  let,  1856,  their  first  child,  Helen  May,  was  born. 

Later  that  year  they  took  Horace  Oreely's  advice  and  went  West.  In  the 
party  wene  friends,  Clinton  and  Jane  (Herbert)  Lashorn,  who  were  married 
about  the  same  time  as  my  parents.  I  judge  they  went  as  far  as  they 
could  on  the  Baltimore  <5c  Ohio  Rail  Road,  The  rest  by  stage  coach.  They 
finally  landed  at  Keokuch,  Iowa,  whero  he  and  Mr.  Lashorn  secured  work  at 
their  trade.  Everything  wont  along  well  until  in  January,  1857,  when 
their  first  child  died  and  was  buried  there.  On  December  28th,  of  the 
same  year  the  second  daughter,  Jane  Elizabeth,  was  born.  The  little 
family  continued  to  live  there  until  the  Spring  of  1860,  when  they  moved 
to  Hannibal,  Missouri.  On  June  23rd,  of  that  same  year  their  first  son, 
George  Franklin  was  born. 

The  latter  part  cuff  the  neartt  year,  on  December  30th,  their 
second  son,  Charles  Beauguard,  was  born.  Between  the  latter  date  and  the 
spring  of  1864,  during  the  Civil  War,  the  family  moved  to  Williamsport, 
Maryland,  my  father's  native  home,  and  moved  into  the  Stake  home,  known 
now  as  No.  120  South  Conococheague  Street,  On  April  24th,  the  third 
daughter,  Mary  (Mollie)  Albertus,  was  born, 

(I  think  it  was  that  spring  that  the  town  was  shelled  from  the 
Virginia  side  of  the  Potomac  River,  My  sister  Elizabeth  was  at  grand-- 
mother  Hetzer's  home  on  Salisbury  Street,  standing  on  the  back  porch,  when 
a  shell  exploded,  passing  through  her  dress,  but  did  not  injure  her  in  the 
least ) , 


On  August  9th,  1865,  the  third  son,  John  William,  was  born. 

On  June  22nd,  1869  the  fourth  son,  James  Hervy,  was  born.  The  next  year, 
on  December  19th,  a  tragedy  entered  into-  the  family,  when  John'  William 
was  killed,  by  hanging  on  a  wagon,  which  occured  on  the  Hagerstown  Pike, 
right  at  the  one  mile  stone  from  Williamsport.  His  neck  was  broken. 

That  caused  a  very  unhappy  Christmas  in  the  home. 

On  October  6th,  1872,  the  fourth  daughter,  Emma  Katherine,  was 
born.  That  same  year  my  parents  built  a  new  home  in  Charlton's  Addition, 
known  now  as  No.  38  Fredick  Street,  where  the  family  resided  until 
September  8th  1896,  when  the  home  passed  into  other  hands.  The  writer 
was  born  in  this  house,  on  April  27th,  1875,  being  the  only  member  of  the 
family  born  there. 

Regarding  the  passing  away  of  the  rest  of  the  family,  not  mention¬ 
ed  above.  Father  died  in  July,  1894,  at  age  sixty-six.  Jane  Elizabeth 
died  in  October,  1896,  at  age  thirty-nine.  James  Hervy  died  in  May,  1920, 
at  age  fifty-one.  George  Franklic  died  in  March,  1926,  at  age  sixty-six. 
Mary  (Mollie)  Albertus  died  in  November,  1931,  at  age  sixty- six.  The 
only  survivors  of  the  family  are  Charles  Beauguard,  who  has  been  residing 
in  Kalispell,  Mont.,  since  1891,  Emma  K.  Downs,  and  the  writer. 
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Thillaat  time  he  visited  the  old  home  wna,in  the  summer  of  1904- 
He  and  wife 'Lillie  $nd  two  of  their  children.  He  rvy  and  Edna,  took  a  trip 
to  the  Saint  Louis,  Missouri  Exposition  and  then  came  on  East,  where  they 
spent  about  two  months,  visiting  relati' es  and  friends,  Charles  left 
home  first,  for  the  West,  early  in  t  he  year  1882,  going  to  Springfield, 
Illinois  with  several  friends.  He  remained  in  that  section  until  December 
1884,  when  they  all  came  back  to  Williamsport,  Maryland  and  spent  several 
months.  The  next  time  he  started  West  was  on  March  4th,  1885,  the  day 
Grover  Cleveland  was  inaugurated  President,  From  what  I  can  remember  he 
returned  to  Illinois  and  several  months  afterwards  went  on  to  Si  It  Lake 
City,  Utah,  where  he  was  employed  for  several  years.  There  is  where  ho 
first  met  his  wife.  In  the  spring  of  1890  he  decided  to  go  over  into 
Montana,  aa  J.  J.  Hill  was  extending  his  railroad,  the  Great  Nor  luce  n 
from  Saint  Paul,  Minn,  to  the  Pacific  coast.  The  road  had  been  bujjt  at 
that  time  over  the  best  part  of  the  state,  or  to  be  exact,  near  a  little 
settlement,  named  De  Myersville,  which  could  only  boast  of' a  few  houses, 
Later  they  were  moved  on  rollers  two  miles  east,  along  the  road  bed  and 
then  called  the  new  village,  Kalispell,  which  today  is  a  thriving  little 
city.  The  writer  and  his  sister  Emma  had  the  great  pleasure  of  visiting 
there  in  the  fall  of  1897,  for  a  couple  months.  The  town  at  that  time 
had  a  population  of  about  tvro-thousand. 

Brother  Charles  married  Lillie  Bowser  in  1893.  From  this  marri¬ 
age  there  were  four  children*  Two  sons  and  two  daughters.  Namely  a^s  to 
age*  Hervy,  who  died  in  1936,  Edna,  who  is  married  to  L.  A.  Foy,  Alma, 
who  is  married  to  John  Collins  and  Charles  Jr.  All  are  living  in  or  near 
Kalispell,  Mont.,  where  their  parents  have  lived  for  over  forty  years. 
Sister  Emma  Katherine  was  married  to  Ross  W.  Downs  in  1898.  From  "this 
marriage  there  were  three  sonsand  three  daughters.  Will  name  them  as  to 
age,  Edna  K.,  Naomi  R. ,  Orlando,  who  died  in  infancy,  Clyde  L.,  Guy  0., 
and  Glendora.  All  graduated  at  the  Williamsport  High  School.  The  three 
daughters  and  son  Guy  graduated  at  the  University  of  Maryland,  aid 
Clyde  L,  took  a  four  year  course  in  Physical  Education  at  Utica,  N.  Y. 

All  are  instructors  in  different  kinds  of  schools.  I  also  want  to  mention 
the  families  of  my  deceased  orother,  G.  Franklin  and  sister,  Mary  (Mollie) 
A.  Down in. 


George  Franklin  married  Mary  E.  Woltz  in  the  Fall  of  18U7 .  Both 
were  very  young.  From  thismarriage  there  were  five  sons  aid  two  daughters. 
The  first  daughter  died  in  infancy,  Alice  K.  was  the  second.  First  son, 
Charles  E.,  Second,  J.  Franklin,  Third  son,  Harry  K.,  fourth  son,  William 
II.  and  Fifth,  Samuel  Roy,  who  graduated  at  the  Wash.  Co.  High  School  and 
St.  John's  College  at  Annapolis,  Md. 

Mary  Albertus  wasmarried  to  W.  Bruce  Downin  in  1887.  From  this 
marriage  there  were  two  sons,  who  died  in  infancy  and  one  daughter,  Leola 
D.  who  is  living  at  Indian  Springs,  Md.  (W.  Bruce.  Downin  was  Sheri!  f  of 
Washington  Co.  from  1930  to  1934). 
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My  niece  Leola  D.  Downin  graduated  at  Blackstone  College  in 
Virginia,  in  the  year  1918,  The  family  lived  at  Petersburg,  Virginia 
for  several  years,  returning  to  Maryland  in  1919.  Since  then  she  has 
had  a  clerical  position  with  the  Western  Maryland  Railroad  Company. 

The  writer  married  Mary  Margaret  Gibbs,  of  Martinsburg,  West 
Virginia  on  April  3rd,  1901,  in  the  Grace  Methodist  Church,  South,  by 
Rev,  Charles  S.  Trump,  of  that  city.  I  took  my  bride  to  Will iamsport, 
Maryland,  my  native  home,  where  we  lived  for  several  months.-  In  the 
Fall  of  that  same  year,  we  moved  to  Hagerstown,  where  we  ha^e  resided 
since,  except  one.  year  in  Washington,  D,  C.  We  have  throe  daughters, 
Bessie  Katherine,  who  is  at  home  with  us,  Mildred  Gibbs,  who  was  married 
to  Charles  V.  Phelps,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  in  1926.  They  have  lived 
there  ever  since.  They  have  two  daughters,  Ann  and  Sally.  Mary  Regenia, 
was  married  to  Harold  H.  Hutson,  of  Hagerstown,  in  1929.  They  have  Jived 
here  ever  since.  Have  a  daughter,  Janet  and  son,  Randall. 


EDWARD  KENNEDY  HETZER 


November  9th,  1939 
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DESCK3DAHT3  0?  HKXRir  GlTfEKR  MILLER 

and 

AKKA  ELIZABETH  NITZEL. 


2flnIT  Snyder  *U1«  Anna  SllaaLoth  Kitael  («t».l. 
nat0lmy)  “"rs  °n  20,  1852,  at.  Bo  or,. Loro.  Maryland," 

»y  HW.  yrank  Ly.on,  Uothodiot  Episcopal  paotor.  Ho  wno  Lorn 


CU  iarS*  aprlnas’  Huntin£don  County,  Pennsylvania,  January  28. 
1830,  Che  TO,  Lorn  m  Willlamaport.  Washington  County,  Harylar 
January  13,  1833,  Their  children  wore  a*  follows: 
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*iasi«port,  Maryland,,  Tombstone,  **  2  ’  lo58i>  In  *il- 

ruokJto«t^i“Sf  ^  ?M8*!r5?i,“M*  *» 

^arylfind,  Toabotona.  S  3t  18589  ia  ^Hiaaapcri,, 

liassport,  Maryland!7  ^Marr  led  °Mi  a  a  JC  ?U5  ’  I'855,  ia  ,fii- 

on  July  6?W  I»u^arri<)  ®»« 

av^,a^aIf11torrii.idei5i.»t>S4rS1=r  ^  1900 •  in  * 

toolbar  26,  1923,  in  cSuroU  ^*ri<m  3urdeit5  Sc: 

July  10.  1903,  at  Atchison^  Eh»  b« 


-r"r  ^  n. 

£^“-5?  }?•£:. ?ora  *»•  1«.  1926, 


1924 


lo 

2o 

!'  £?!^®®VU,8!ida  Miller,  born  January  12  1909 

6.  -arilya  asurine  Hiller,  Lorn  J torn  5?  29 “ 

<*•  Charles  Sd^rard  Mliitar*  y,,*,*..,  ■»  v*  ~ 

/t*  •?*««,«  r>  e  ?  born  February  31  t  ^  ^ 

«bt*r  of  Hr,,  and  Mrs.  yre*  J  ‘pit  !*p“Sn*  ‘’ince  **■»»»«  a.  da 
on  June  1,  1927  J*  Braenilo,  of  Waehlngton,  I), 
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6.  Mary  (Mollis)  Virgin**  Miller,  bora  May  3,  1866,  in 
Williamsport,  Maxylrrdo  Harried  B?y.  iianford  Daniel  Vinoent 
iss  Skiddy,  Kansas,  on  M&j  SO,  1890 „  E©  diad 
Ho r  home  (}<UC)  In  Bcldwiu  City.  Vencs®.  learn: 

t  .  Euy  Miller  Vincent,  tea  Bp  center  10r  1902,  in  P® 
p^tc,  Kcncse.  Harried  Vis®  l^yrtle  Oretfg  on  January  ?3 , 
19?9«  Sbe  w?a  'bora  August  ?f  1904.  They  lire  in  Sapv.lpa 


OklrJioiaa . 
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II 


HOMS  of  JAMES  SMITH  HAMMOND,  on  Potomac  opposite  Wil¬ 
liamsport,  Maryland,  purchased  in  1792  from  Charles  Washington, 
of  Charlestown,  brother  of  General  George  Washington. 
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ELIZA  ANN  H ALMOND 


'.Vho  married  JOHN  NITZEL  II 


ANNA  ELIZABETH  NITZEL 


7/ho  married  HENRY  SNYDER  MILLER 


JAMES  ELI  NITZEL  ("BUD") 


Who  married  AMANDA  JACKSON 


HOUSE  in  Williamsport,  Md.,  built  in  1787  by  John  Nitzel,  1st. 
(Logs  weatherboarded) .  Probably  the  oldest  house  in  tovm. 


now  asovl) 


HOUSE  in  Williamsport ,  Md.,  "built  by 
John  Hetzer.  (Logs  weatherboarded ) .  1811 
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HOUSE  in  WILLIAMSPORT,  MD. , 


■built  in  1826  by  JOHN  NIT- 


ZEL,  2nd. 


(Logs  weatherboarded) . 


John  Nitzel,  3rd. 

Emily  Jane  Nitzel  ("Pet”)* 
Eliza  Nitzel  ("Dida"). 
James  Eli  Nitzel  ("BudM). 


'  1  ijs  -V.  y  , 


#Md  ) 


JANE  ("PET")  NITZEL, 


Daughter  of  JOHN  NITZEL  II 
Who  married  JAMES  ARDINGER 


*  . ,  - 1.  ' 
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ELIZA  ("LIDA”)  NITZEL, 
Daughter  of  JOHN  NITZEL  II. 


MARY  SUSAN  NITZEL 


Who  married  JOSEPH  FARROW. 


ROBERT  PRESTON  NITZEL, 
Great-grandson  of  JOHN  NITZEL  III 
Born  Oct.  5,1939. 


Who  married  SUSAN  SMITH. 


q 

i 

i 


| 

\ 

4 

} 


HENRY  SNYDER  MILLER. 


Married  ANNA  ELIZABETH  NITZEL 


DESCENDANTS  of  JOHN  NITZEL  III.  and 
CATHERINE  EVELINE  ALBERT. 

He  was  born  January  22,  1831*  She  wu"  born  April  16, 
1835.  They  were  married  May  G,  '1856,,  In  Greencastle, 
Pennsylvania.  She  died  January  23,  1908.  He  died 
February  20,1909. 

Their  children: 

Katie  Madora  Nitzel,  born  May  10,  1857,  married  Ell 
Thomas  Woltz,  February  2,  1881.  He  was  born  Aoril 
16,  1858.  He  died  February  11,  1934.  She  died  July 
2,  1935. 

Eva  Adella  Nitzel,  born  April  30,  1865,  married  Arthur 
C.  Gruber,  December  19,  1889.  He  was  born  May  11, 
1865.  He  died  September  13,  1936. 

Clara  Ellen  ("Nellie")  Nitzel,  born  February  20,1871, 
married  Harry  Carlin  Wolf,  October  30,  1888.  He  was 
born  April  18,  1867.  Died  November  20,  1918.  She 
died  January  12,  1929. 

Albert  Clifton  Nitzel,  born  July  3,  1874.  Married 
Gertrude  Barlop,  August  15,  189§Q.  She  was  born 
June  4,  1880.  He  died  February  16,  1940. 
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'Children  of  ELI  ThOMAS  WOLTZ  and  KATIE  ISADORA  NITZEL; 

Raymond  Watkins  Woltz,  born  September  29,  1882. 
Married: 

First:  Mary  Frances  Brown, who  died  August  - 
Second:  Marian  C-iles. 

Cnlldren  by  first  marriage: 

Francis  Vincent  Woltz,  married  Lucille  - 
Ricnard  Carroll  Woltz,  married  Elsa  Masters. 
Francis  Vincent  Woltz  and  Lucille 
had  three  cnlldren,  Betty,  Barbara 
.  and  Robert. 

Cnlldren  by  second  marriage: 

William  Giles  Woltz,  Catherine  Gene  Woltz 
and  Tnomas  Woltz. 

'  *  *  *  .  '•  *  '  '  i  '  f  i  '  1  *  '  * 

Maynard  Courtaney  Woltz,  born  March  15,  1889. 
Married: 

First:  Helen  Amanda  Kintzer,  January  28,  1911. 

•  -  A  ’  /  ■  •’  1  J 

They  had  one  son  Maynard  Courtaney  Woltz, Jr. 
born  October  50,  1911.  Tnev  were  divorced 
March  17,  1922. 

Second:  Sallle  Claire  Miller,  September  12,  1922. 
She  was  born  December  18,  1885.  Their 
children, Robert  Eugene  Woltz,  born  February 
14,1924,  and  Mary  Jane  Woltz,  born  May  11, 
1925. 

Maynard  Courtaney  Woltz,  Jr.  ,  married  Nellie 
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Edelbute  January  1,  1934.  She  was  born 
July  6,  1916.  They  had  two  children,  Shi 
ley  Ann  Woltz,  born  October  19,  1934,  and 
Sandra  Lou  Woltz,  born  December  22,  1938. 
Eli  Carroll  Woltz,  born  November  13,  1897.  Married 
Helen  Magdalene  Gable  June  29,  1922.  She  was 
born  March  21,  1900. 

Child-Ssaa  of  EVA  ADELLA  NITZEL  and  ARTHUR  C.  GRUBER: 

Sarah  Evelyn  Gruber,  born  January  23,  1891.  Married 
Arthur  Williams  Shipley  November  12,  1913.  They 
had  two  sons,  Arthur  Gruber  Shipley,  born  July 
3,  1916,  and  Robert  Byron  Shipley,  born  July  9, 
1920. 

v  ^  -'V 

Children  of  CLARA  ELLEN  ("NELLIE")  NITZEL  and  HARRY  CAR¬ 
LIN  WOLE: 

► 

Sadie  Carlin  Wolf,  born  February  26,  1889.  Married 
George  Henry  Wi Idas in  Decamber  28,  1920.  He 
was  born  March  1,  1889. 

Helen  Inez  Wolf,  born  April  18,  1896.  Married  John 

%  •  * y  i  >  r  ■  y.\  f>.  ,  '  ’r.y* 

Wilson  Hartman  April  11,  1923.  He  was  born  A- 
pril  24,  1892,  and  died  December  19,  1929. 

Their  children:  Wanda  June  Hartman,  born  Aug¬ 
ust  29,  1924,  and  Joyce  Inez  Hartman,  born  De¬ 


cember  30,  1928. 
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Lester  Alden  Wolf,  Lorn  July  30,  1898,  and  died  Feb¬ 
ruary  5,  1912. 

Guy  Wallace  Wolf,  Lorn  September  29,  1900,  and  married 
Agnes  Elizabeth  Bowers  February  22,  1922.  She  was 
born  February  28,  1902.  They  had  one  child,  Fran¬ 
ces  Louise  Wolf,  born  June  6,  1924. 

Childssai  of  ALBERT  CLIFTON  NITZEL  and  GERTRUDE  BARLOP: 

Albert  Preston  Nitzel,  born  January  30,  1901,  married 
Dora  Thomas  August  ,  1927.  They  had  one  son, 
Robert  Preston  Nitzel,  born  October  5,  1939. 

DESCENDANTS  OF  JOSEPH  HENRY  FARROW  AND  MARY  SUSAN  NITZEL. 

Children : 

Charles  Porterfield  Farrow,  born  October  4,  1854,  and 
died  April  12,  1857. 

John  William  Nitzel  Farrow,  born  January  13,  1857,  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Prunty  November  24  (Thanksgiving)  1887. 

He  died  January  3,  1931.  Their  daughter,  Ruby  Son¬ 
oma,  born  May  3,  1889,  married  Walter  Laughton. 

The  second  daughter,  Opal  Adeline  Farrow,  born 
September  17,  1895,  married  Wi 11 iam  Egbert. 

Andrew  Kershner  Stake  Farrow,  born  August  20,  1859,  and 
died  July  25,  1865. 

Jane  (  "Jenni^') Lincoln  Farrow,  born  April  6,  1862,  mar¬ 
ried  William  Henry  Norris.  Their  daughter,  Pearl, 
born  October  24,  1889,  married  James  V.  Hutchins 
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on  August  1 ,  1917 . 

Emma  Spates  Farrow,  born  July  4,  1864,  married  Jesse 
Addison  Metz.  Their  children: 

Jessie  Gaynell  Metz,  married  Honeman 

William  Carl  Metz 

Ida  Smallwood  Metz,  married  Amos  Jones 
Marguerite  Metz,  married  Thomas  D.  Cleland 
J.  Vernon  Metz 
Joseph  Farrow  Metz 

Charles  Kershner  Stake  Farrow,  born  October  10,  1866, 

married  Harriet  Ellen  ("Sid”)  West.  He  died  Oct¬ 
ober  24,  1928.  Their  son,  Charles  Vernon  Farrow. 
Joseph  Harry  Farrow,  born  December  4,  1868,  married 

Blanche  Mullen.  He  died  March  13,  1908.  Their 
daughter,  Blanche  Farrow, 

DESCENDANTS  OF  JOHN  NITZEL  KING  MELOWN  AND 

SARAH  ("SALLIE")  GROSH. 

'■ 

Children : 

Mary  Eliza 

John,  married  Fannie  Smurr,  of  Williamsport,  Maryland. 
Justina,  married  Peter  Sisco,  of  Cumberland,  Maryland. 
Luther  George  E. 

Samuel  James 


Porter 
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DESCENDANTS  OF  JAMES  ELI  ("BUD")  NITZEL 
AND  AMANDA  JACKSON. 

He  was  born  '  She  was  born 

Their  daughter: 

Annie  Eliza  Nitzel,  born  January  1,  1865,  married 
George  Buckingham  May  12,  1886. 

Their  children: 

James  Adrian  Buckingham,  born  February  6,  1890. 
Mary  Amanda  Buckingham,  born  November  23,  1892, 
married  Frank  Landis.  They  had  two  sons,  Adrian 
N.  Landis  and  C.  Brooke  Landis. 

DESCENDANTS  OF  WILLIAM  NITZEL  AND  SUSAN  SMITH. 

He  was  born  She  was  born 

Their  children: 

Nannie  and  Smith.  Family  deceased. 

DESCENDANTS  OF  JAMES  CRIST  ARDINGER  AND 
EMMA  JANE  ("PET")  NITZEL. 

He  was  born  She  was  born 

They  were  married  November  29,  1860.  Their  children: 

Florence  Eliza  Jane  Ardinger,  born  September  26,  1862, 
married  John  R.  Wilson.  No  children. 

Ada  Mary  ("Mamie")  Ardinger,  born  February  26,  1865. 
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James  Eugene  Ardinger,  torn  July  20,  1867,  married  Ida 
C.  Patton. 

Albert  Charles  Ardinger,  torn  May  15,  1872,  married 
Mary  C.  Gruter. 

Nettie  Aurelia  Ardinger,  torn  married 

George  B.  Covell.  No  children. 

William  Eli  Ardinger,  torn  August  18,  1874,  married 
Anna  E.  Parmer. 

Emma  Jane  Ardinger.  Died  at  two  years. 
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STATEMENT  OF  WILLIAM  ALEXANDER  MILLER 


After  reading  the  very  interesting  account  of  Uncle 
Jonn  Nitzel  of  1900,  the  attention  of  the  reader  is  call¬ 
ed  to  two  books:  "Thirty  Thousand  Names  of  Immigrants" , by 
I. Daniel  Rupp,  and  "Pennsylvania  German  Pioneers",  by 
Ralph  Beaver  Strassburger,  edited  by  William  John  Hinke. 

On  page  397  of  the  former,  is  a  list  of  passengers  landed 
in  Philadelphia  by  the  Ship  Tyger;  Georg  Johnson,  Master, 
from  Rotterdam,  last  from  Cowes,  Nov.  19,  1771.  Among  the 
passengers  was  Johannes  Nitzel.  It  will  be  noticed  that 
the  latter's  name  is  given  correctly. 

The  book  "Pennsylvania  German  Pioneers",  1934, 

Vol.  1. ,  in  listing  the  passengers  wno  arrived  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  on  Nov.  19,  1771,  on  the  Ship  Tyger,  gives  "Johannes 
Mitzel",  an  error  in  the  name.  It  has  a  facsimile  of  the 
signature  of  Johannes  Nitzel.  But  the  auestion  arises, 

Did  John  Nitzel  make  two  trips  to  America  -  one  in 
'1771  -  and  one  a-few-  year&c lateg?? As  we  do  not  know  the 
facts,  it  is  useless  to  conjecture. 

My  second  father-in-law  was  Fred  Braendle,  a  native 
of  Switzerland,  and  a  translator  in  the  Bureau  of  Pensions, 
Washington,  D.  C.  He  said  that  the  writing  in  the  Nitzel 
Bible  is  old  Alamannic  (Alemannic),  the  original  language 
of  Switzerland,  and  that  the  name  Johannes  Niitzel  is  Swiss. 
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Johannes  Nlitzel  (John  Nitzel  or  John  Netsley ,  ,  the-.: 
Americanization  of  the  name  )  was  a  member  of  the  Company 
of  Captain  Peter  Mantz  of  Maryland  in  the  Flying  Camp  in 
the  American  Revolution.  See  "  The  Pennsylvania  German  in 
the  Settlement  of  Maryland  by  Daniel  Wunderlich  Nead, 
1914,  Page  216. 
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WILLIAM  ALEXANDER  MILLER. 

911  Monroe  Street,  N.  W. , 

Washington,  D.  C. 

March  1,  1941 
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Stones  furnisned  by  tne  United  States  Government  for 
tne  graves  of  Jonn  Nitzel,I.  and  ills  son-in-law  John 
Hetzer.  Tne  latter  was  in  Fort  McHenry  wnen  tne  Star 
Spangled  Banner  was  written. 


